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At TJC, get the tools and skills you need 
to succeed through a degree in 

. Engage in real-world scenarios 
and projects that will allow you to develop 
business development, managerial, and 
strategic skills; leading, not following. Get 
started on your future at 


Dylan Humphrey, TJC Business Management alumnus 
Owner of Kool Kakes by Dylan 
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Of all the historic achievements Tyler 
Junior College has attained in its 92 years, 
none are as important as the impact TJC 
has made in the lives of its students and, 
by extension, the impact they are making 
in the world today. 


Your college years don’t just shape who 
you are but what you'll become, and we're 
proud that many of our alumni credit TJC 
for giving them a firm foundation to reach 
unimaginable heights. 


Some of our graduates have gone on to 
become: a four-star admiral, an Olympic 
gold medalist, Grammy and Academy 
Award-winners, political leaders, actors 
and professional athletes. 


And while TJC has been a springboard to 
success for many of our more well-known 
graduates, it has also been the starting 
point for many unsung heroes who walk 
among us every day. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR 


Some came to us as students and 
returned to TJC as educators of the next 
generation. Others became medical 
professionals who have dedicated their 
lives to service through health care. 


As the community’s college, we rely on 
many entities to help us provide the best 
foundation for all who come to TJC. 


Our faculty, staff, community members, 
local business leaders, school districts 
and government representatives all work 
together to ensure that TJC provides 

the right programs, the best teaching 
environment and support to help our 
students be the best they can be. 
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Dr. L. Michael Metke 
Chancellor and CEO, Tyler Junior College 
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Jimmy Butler, TJC 2008 
Guard/Forward, Minnesota Timberwolves 


NBA star and former Apache standout 
Jimmy Butler is riding a wave of success 
. since being picked 30th overall in 

j the 2011 NBA draft by the Chicago 
» Bulls: Four-time NBA 

\ All-Star. 2015 NBA Most 

Improved Player. 2016 

7 Olympic gold medalist. 


Butler’s life hasn't always 
been as stellar as it is 
today. Born near Houston, 
his father abandoned his 
family when he was an 
infant; and his mother kicked him out 
of the house when he was 13 because, 
he says she told him, “| don’t like the 
look of you.’ Bouncing between families 
as a student at Tomball High School, 
he began playing basketball, becoming 
team captain and voted the team’s most 
valuable player. Although he averaged 
19.9 points and 8.7 rebounds per 
game as a senior, Butler wasn’t heavily 
recruited by college scouts. 


His life took a significant turn for 

the better in 2007, when TJC Head 
Basketball Coach Mike Marquis invited 
him to Tyler for a visit. 


We're proud to highlight just a few of our 
outstanding alumni who have gone on to 
legendary accomplishments and continue to 
inspire the next generation of TJC students 
to achieve greatness. 


TJC is a springboard to success! 


“| fell in love with his personality,’ 
Marquis said, “and after watching him 
play, | realized not only was he a great 
person, he was a wonderful talent.’ 


Butler led the Apaches in 
scoring that year, with 19 
points per game. With a 
strong work ethic and ability 
to communicate with others, 
he quickly became a team 
leader. The next year, Butler 
went on to play for Marquette 
University and was drafted in 
2011 by the Chicago Bulls, who had been 
watching him for several years thanks to 
the suggestion of Coach Marquis. There, 
he exhibited the same drive and focus 

to become a starter and eventually be 
named the most improved player in the 
NBA and an NBA All-Star. 


In 2017, Butler was traded to the 
Minnesota Timberwolves, where he 
continues to set season highs in scoring, 
averaging 22.2 points, 5.3 rebounds and 
4.9 assists per game his first season. 


Butler will return to campus on Saturday, 
Sept. 8, when he's honored as the next 
Legend of TJC. 


Admiral Bobby R. Inman, 

| 13C 1948 

Former NSA Director 

and CIA Deputy Director 

a ee Admiral Bobby R. 

® Inman was among 
ig the first group 


b SRPR rca | 
“ Coauntl 


aes 


from Mineola to 
attend classes 
alt WIC. 


As a student 

at TJC, he was 
inducted into 
the Alpha Omicron Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa honor society on April 19, 1947, 
at age 16. TJC’s Alpha Omicron chapter 
was chartered in November 1930 and 

is the 10th oldest continuously active 
chapter in Phi Theta Kappa. Inman was 


named a Phi Theta Kappa International 
Distinguished Alumnus at the 1984 
National Convention. 


After graduating from TJC in 1948, he 
transferred to UT Austin and graduated 
in 1950, then joined the U.S. Navy. He 
attended the National War College 

lin ID 72. 


In 1976, President Gerald R. Ford 
appointed him as the youngest three- 
star admiral in peacetime history to be 
vice director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency. Later, President Jimmy Carter 
appointed him director of the National 
Security Agency. 


Inman’s final assignment as a naval officer 
came from President Ronald Reagan, who 
named him deputy director of Central 
Intelligence. Along with that job, he 
received his fourth star. He retired from 
the Navy and began his civilian career in 
IU) Wan acts We 


In 1984, he was asked by Secretary of 
State George Shultz to chair a committee 
on security threats to U.S. embassies 
around the world. Inman agreed, as the 
assignment would be non-partisan and 
the committee’s recommendations were 
used to create embassies built to their 
specifications. 


In March 2017, Inman was named 
the College’s inaugural honoree of 
the Legends of TJC, a new tradition 
recognizing successful alumni. 


In his remarks that day, he credited TJC 
and his professors for his educational 
foundation and for inspiring him to 
succeed. 


“| went on to UT Austin and got my 
baccalaureate degree in 1950,” Inman 
said, “but because of the experience | had 
at TJC, | was able to compete completely 
with my classmates who had been at UT 
the entire four years.” 


Chris Tomlin, TJC 1992 


Grammy Award Winner, 
Christian Recording Artist 


When Grand 
Saline native 
Chris Tomlin first 
stepped onto the 
TJC campus as a 
student, he said, 
| “| had no idea 

how this place 
would shape my 
life the way it 
did. | was trying 
to figure out who | was just like any other 
18- or 19-year-old, and they helped me in 
SO Many Ways.” 


ee 


For more on Tomlin’s TJC experience and 
his meteoric rise as a Christian recording 
artist, see our feature on Page 10. 


Shea Whigham, TJC 1989 
Actor 


Shea Whigham is 
', best Known for 
We his role as Elias 
“Eli” Thompson in 
the HBO drama 
series ‘Boardwalk 
| Empire,” as well 
as supporting 
roles in “Kong: 
Skull Island” and 
“True Detective.” 
But before Whigham made it to the 

big screen, he was active in the TJC 
Department of Theatre. 


Earning a college scholarship for his 
tennis prowess, Whigham discovered 
acting while in school. At TJC, he was 
active in the College’s oldest active 


student organization—the speech and 
drama club, Las Mascaras. 


York, where he roomed with fellow actor 
Kirk Acevedo. After graduating, Whigham 
co-founded a New York City theatre 
troupe with Acevedo, The Rorschach 
Group, serving as an actor and artistic 
director for its first three years. His big 
break came in 2000, when he was cast 
opposite Colin Farrell in “Tigerland.” 


| 
| 
He later attended State University of New 


Nominated six times for Screen 

Actors Guild Awards for outstanding 
performance by an ensemble in a drama 
series for his work in “Boardwalk Empire,” 
Whigham and the cast won the award 
three times. 


Besides numerous television 


appearances, Whigham has appeared 
in the HBO series “True Detective” and 


Continued on page 4 
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guest starred in the fifth season of the 
VH1 action crime TV series “Hopeless 
Fountain Kingdom.” He has worked with 
such Hollywood notables as Robert 
DeNiro, Anthony Hopkins, Christian 
Bale and Sean Penn and had supporting 
roles in films including “The Wolf of Wall 
Street,’ “American Hustle” and “Silver 
Linings Playbook.” 


He will be honored as a Legend of TJC 
during a homecoming event on Sept. 27. 


Will Jennings, TIC 1963 
Academy Award Winner, Lyricist 


Long before he wrote the lyrics to Celine 
Dion’s “My Heart Will Go On” for the 
motion picture “Titanic” and won a 
roomful of Academy Awards, Grammys 
and numerous other honors, Will Jennings 
was a student - and briefly an English 
professor — at Tyler Junior College. 


After graduating from Chapel Hill High 
School in 1961, Jennings attended TJC on 
LE a music scholarship. 
MS. He played 

trombone in the 
TJC Band, was 
active in theater 
productions, 
studied journalism, 
wrote poetry, and 

met his future wife, 

~ (Carroll. 

Pi... After 

MO) craduating 

from TJC 
lin) ISS, 

he briefly 
attended 


>; 


The University of Texas at Austin before 
transferring to Stephen F. Austin State 
University in Nacogdoches, where he 
earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in English. 


He taught English at TJC from 1967 to 
68, and then taught at the University of 
Wisconsin before moving to Nashville 
to concentrate on songwriting. He 
eventually wound up in Los Angeles, 
where he’s been a prolific and sought- 
after songwriter ever since. 


He first struck Oscar gold in 1983, with 
“Up Where We Belong,’ from the motion 
picture “An Officer and a Gentleman,’ 
which was named Best Original Song. 


His “Titanic” Oscar win with composer 
James Horner came in 1997. 


Success never went to his head, however, 
and Jennings has always remained loyal 
to his humble, Texas roots. He returned 
to TJC in 1983, when the TJC Alumni 
Association named him a distinguished 
alumnus. 


During one of his visits back to Tyler at 
that time, he knocked on the door of his 
former TJC band director Edwin Fowler 
and handed him a pocket watch with the 
inscription, “To a great music man.” 


State Sen. Bryan Hughes, 
TJC 1989 


Texas Senate 


Born in Quitman 
and raised in 
nearby Mineola, 
Bryan Hughes 
became the first 
member of his 
family to graduate 
from college, 

and TJC played 

a big role in his 
pursuit of higher 
education. 


After graduating from Mineola High 
School in 1987, Hughes attended TJC 
and later graduated with honors with his 
Bachelor of Business Administration in 
economics from the University of Texas at 
Tyler in 1992. 


In 1995, he completed his law degree 
from Baylor Law School in Waco, and 
later served as a law clerk and briefing 
attorney for the late U.S. District Judge 
for the Eastern District of Texas, William 
M. Steger. Steger was a pioneer in the 
Republican Party of Texas, serving as his 
party’s gubernatorial nominee in 1960. 
(The federal courthouse in Tyler is named 
for Judge Steger.) 


Hughes practiced law in Marshall, but 

in 2003, joined the Lanier law firm in 
Mineola, dedicating his practice to 
“representing working families and small 
businesses.” 


In 2002, Hughes was elected to the state 
legislature, where he served for the next 
14 years. 


Hughes ran for state senator in 2016. He 
is currently serving his first term in the 
Texas Senate, representing 16 counties 
of District 1, which include Bowie, 
Camp, Cass, Franklin, Gregg, Harrison, 
Lamar, Marion, Morris, Panola, Red River, 
Rusk, Smith, Titus, Upshur and Wood 
counties. He is chair of the Senate Select 
Committee on Election Security and vice 
chair of the State Affairs Committee. 


He has received numerous awards for 

his work in the legislature, including the ¢ 
Taxpayer Champion Award from Texans 

for Fiscal Responsibility, the Horizon 

Award from Texas Right to Life, and 

“Defender of the American Dream” from 
Americans for Prosperity. In 2011, Texas 

Right to Life named Bryan Hughes the 

Pro-Life Whip of the Texas House. 


Sarah McClendon, TJC 1928 
Journalist, White House Correspondent 


Decades before 
citizen journalism 
became a 
buzzword, TJC 
graduate Sarah 
McClendon 
defined the role. 


McClendon was 

the nation’s 

B longest-serving 
White House 

reporter, covering 11 presidential 

administrations, from Franklin D. 

Roosevelt to Bill Clinton. 


The youngest of nine children, 
McClendon was born in Tyler in 
1910. She graduated from TJC and 


the University of Missouri School of 
Journalism, and began her career on small 
Texas newspapers. Her first major news 
story was the New London, Texas school 
explosion in March 1937. 


After reporting for local newspapers in 
Tyler and Beaumont, she enlisted in the 
Women’s Army Corps (WAC), attaining 
the rank of first lieutenant. In addition 
to a position as a Pentagon public affairs 
officer, she was the first WAC to serve in 
the Office of the Army Surgeon General. 
After World War II, she moved to the 
Washington bureau of the Philadelphia 
Daily News in 1944. Two years later, 

she started McClendon News Service, 

a syndication service which primarily 
served newspapers in Texas. 


McClendon was best known for posing 
sharp, blunt questions during U.S. 


presidential press conferences. She was 
the nation's longest-serving White House 
reporter, from 1944 to the early days of 
the George W. Bush administration. 


“Citizen journalist is a mission | took for 
myself,’ she wrote in her 1996 memoir, 
“Mr. President, Mr. President! My 50 
Years of Covering the White House.” 

“It offers the best opportunity to serve 
one's country, the people and the public 
interest.” 


She received the first Presidential Award 
for Covering Washington from the 
National Federation of Press Women and 
was inducted into the Washington D.C. 
Society of Professional Journalists Hall of 
Fame. 


McClendon died in January 2008, in 
Washington, D.C. She was 92. 


Donna Bullock, TJC 1976 
Actress, Singer 
aS At TJC, Donna 

La Bullock said, “It was 
the first time I’d 

~ been with people 
PAW) who wanted the 
same things | did. 

| mean, you know 
it’s in you, but you 
don’t dare speak it.” 


As a standout 
music and drama student, Bullock held 
roles in many TJC productions, including 
“The Music Man” and “Bye Bye Birdie.” 
She was also a member of TJC singing 
ensemble Harmony & Understanding, 
which entertained crowds at the Texas 
Rose Festival, the Cotton Bowl, Dallas 
Cowboys football games and Miss 
Texas Pageants. 


Bullock credits her TJC mentor, the late 
J.W. Johnson, for her start as a performer. 


“When he told me he thought | really 
had a talent for this, it was both exciting 
and terrifying,’ she said. “He was a 
professional musician the whole time he 
was teaching at TJC. 


“He really took me under his wing and 
encouraged me. | was so green, | really 
needed someone who would lead me 
through all the baby steps it took to get 
where | needed to go.” 


After graduating from TJC, Bullock 
transferred to Southern Methodist 
University’s drama department and then 
moved to New York City soon 
after college. 


In addition to her leading role 
as Mother in the Broadway, 
Los Angeles, Chicago and 
Vancouver productions 
of “Ragtime,” Bullock’s 
stage credits include 
w/NGlassiNctas Gity, 

of Angels,’ “Foxfire,” 


“Me and My Girl” 


and “Sweet Bird of Youth.” She played 
Beatrice to her husband Sherman 
Howard’s Benedick in Shakespeare’s 
“Much Ado About Nothing.” 


Television appearances include a starring 
role in the NBC drama, “Against the 
Grain,’ as well as guest roles on “Frasier” 
and “Touched by an Angel.” She also 
played the president’s press secretary 

in the motion picture, “Air Force One,’ 
starring Harrison Ford. 


Most recently, Bullock has appeared 
in the new Off-Broadway musical, “My 
Name’s Not Indian Joe.” 


Amy McCullough, TJC 1981 


Presiding Judge, Tyler Municipal 
@ Court 


Amy McCullough says she 
never realized something so 
close to home could take her 
so far in life, but a decision 

gs ©6to attend TJC helped shape 


Continued on page 6 
5 


a distinguished legal career. Today, 
McCullough serves as presiding judge at 
Tyler Municipal Court. 


After graduating from Robert E. Lee 

High School in Tyler, McCullough was 
recruited by TJC’s music department. She 
sang in TJC’s Harmony & Understanding 
and acted in numerous productions of 
the theater department. Right before 
graduation in 1981, the Young Americans 


performed on campus and held auditions. 


After auditioning a cappella, she found 
herself touring with the Young Americans 
and tap dancing with Liberace. 


McCullough credits her experiences in 
music and theater at TJC for laying the 
foundation for success and teaching 
her valuable life lessons that have been 
helpful in her legal career: taking and 
giving directions, working as a team 
player, being prepared to perform— 
sometimes on short notice. 


After finishing her undergraduate 
degree at the University of Mississippi, 
she received her master’s degree from 
Oklahoma University. She later joined 
Baker and Botts law firm in Houston 
as a paralegal, a move that led her 
to pursue her own law degree. 


McCullough has served as 

a prosecutor in the district 
attorney’s office in Houston 
and as city attorney for the 
City of Pearland. After living in 
California with her family, 
she and her husband, 
David, moved to Tyler 
to raise their two sons. 
She was appointed 

as presiding judge in 
Tyler Municipal Court 
in 2017. 


McCullough is a past 
president of the TJC 
Alumni Association. 
She is also involved in 
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many community organizations and is a 
member of Green Acres Baptist Church. 


“Having a great public college like TJC 
that is affordable and close to home has 
made a huge difference in the lives of so 
many of us,’ she said. 


Katie Vossler, TJC 2000 
Meteorologist, KLTV Channel 7 


Before KLTV Meteorologist Katie Vossler 
became a familiar face on television, she 
was an admittedly shy student at TJC. 


“Coming from a small high school, | 
wasn't quite ready to step onto a campus 
of 30,000 students,’ said Vossler, a 

native of Troup. “TJC was close to home 
and offered the smaller, more personal 
education that | needed to begin my 
college career.” 


She initially planned on a career behind 
the scenes at the Storm Prediction 
Center; but after an internship at KLTV 
with Chief Meteorologist Mark Scirto, she 
changed her focus to television. 


Vossler earned an associate degree in 


“is physics at TIC. 
\ didn't just learn in class at TJC, 


\ | learned to study better,” she 
said, “I learned to come out of 

} my shell and talk to new people. | 
learned that college is only what 
you make of it. 


’ “The professors are more 
accessible. Not only do you get 
an award-winning education 
but you learn how to 
navigate college life before 

you are just one in the 

sea of students at a 
large university.” 


After TJC, she 

transferred to 

the University of 
Oklahoma, one of 


the country’s most prestigious weather 
schools, where she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in meteorology. 


After college, Vossler began her television 
career back in East Texas at KTRE in 
Lufkin, then moved to KOTV-TV in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, where she not only forecasted 
severe storms but chased tornadoes 

as well. She was an eyewitness to at 

least a dozen tornadoes from a station 
storm-chase vehicle and even from the 
air in a station helicopter. While in Tulsa, 
Vossler won a regional Emmy Award for 
her coverage of the December 2007 ice 
storm. She worked at KSAT 12 in San 
Antonio just before joining KLTV. 


She has earned the title of Certified 
Broadcast Meteorologist from the 
American Meteorological Society and has 
been named “Best Weather Forecaster” 
and “Best Television Personality” from 
local publications. 


“| will be forever grateful to the 
professors and staff at TJC and all they 
have done for me and my career,’ she 
said. “TJC will always hold a special place 
in my heart.’ 


Sherilyn Willis, M.D., TJC 1995 


Physician, Four Seasons Women’s Health 
in Tyler 


| i When she 
graduated from 
» Jacksonville High 
School in 1993, 
Sherilyn Willis had 
no idea where life 
would take her. “I 
was just another 
gee young girl with big 
eee dreams.” she says. 
Willis chose 
TJC because it offered an affordable, 
quality education that was close to 
home. A recipient of the Robert M. 


Rogers Presidential Scholarship, she 
became active in student life and student 
leadership, serving on the student senate 
and as a student worker in the health 
clinic, where her desire to become a 
physician was validated. She also was 
named to the USA Today All-American 
Academic Team. 


Willis was chosen for the Watson W. 
Wise Incentive Award at TJC. “It was 

a tremendous help toward my goal of 
medical school, and so many great people 
opened doors for me,’ she says. “I had 
great teachers and role models at TJC 
who encouraged me to pursue 

my dreams.” 


After graduating summa cum laude from 
TJC, she went on to attend Texas 
A&M, majoring in biomedical 
science. At Texas A&M’s 
medical school, she was 
tops in her classes and 
was elected to join 
the Alpha Omega 
Alpha medical 

honor society. 


Today, Willis is an 
obstetrician-gynecologist and 
physician partner at Four 
Seasons Women’s Health 
in Tyler. 


“Women tend to be 
interested in taking 
care of themselves 
and | like to 

help them stay 
healthy,’ she says. 
“Taking care of 
women through 

all stages 
of life is a 
passion 
of mine. 

| want 


to inform and help women make 
confident medical decisions, as well as 
provide an experience where they'll feel 
comfortable.’ 


Dom Dwyer, TJC 2011 


Forward, Orlando City SC 
and U.S. Men’s National Soccer Team 


American soccer player Dominic (Dom) 
Dwyer calls his two years at TJC “life 
changing, as they set him on the road to 
his success today in Major League 
SOCCer. 


Dwyer spent most of 
his youth at Norwich 
City FC Academy in 
England, with a dream 
to play in the English 
Premier League. While 
studying at the 
College of West 
Anglia, a foot 
} injury almost 
sidelined 
his career 
aspirations. 
After 
bouncing 
around 
from club to 
club, doctors 
told him he 
would never be 
physically capable 
of playing soccer at 
a professional level. 


i 
) 


SS 


“| was crushed. But I’m very 

stubborn, so | didn’t believe 
it,’ he recalled. But after the 
clubs in England sided with his 

doctors, Dwyer had a chance to 
try out for a sports scholarship to 
a college in America. After a tryout 
in London, Dwyer and two friends 


were Texas-bound for Tyler and the TJC 
Apaches. (One of those friends, Kyle 
Nicholls, is now an assistant soccer coach 
at North Carolina State University.) 


During his two seasons at TJC, Dwyer 
helped the team and Apaches Coach 
Steve Clements take home its first two 
national titles in 2009 and 2010. “It was 
the best feeling ever and really kick- 
started my comeback,’ he said. Dwyer 
was named the 2010 NJCAA National 
Player of the Year before moving on to 
play at the University of South Florida. 


Sporting Kansas City soccer club drafted 
Dwyer in the first round of the 2012 MLS 
draft. In 2013, he spent time on-loan to 
Orlando City SC, where he scored four 
goals and was named MVP of the USL 
Championship Game. He also scored the 
winning goal over Houston Dynamo for 
Sporting KC to claim the MLS Eastern 
Conference Championship and go on 

to win the 2013 MLS Cup. Dwyer was 
named Sporting KC’s 2014 Offensive 
Player of the Year and Co-MVP. During 
his more than five years with Sporting 
KC, Dwyer holds the club’s single-season 
goals record with 22. 


Midway through 2017, Dwyer was 
traded to Orlando City SC, and earlier 
this year, he signed a three-year contract 
extension. He continues to be a huge 
supporter of Apache Athletics and 

Men's Soccer. 


Sylvia D’Eramo, TJC 2011 
Opera Singer 


Sylvia D’Eramo began her music and 
theatre training at TJC at age 15, 
participating in choir and taking voice 
lessons from TJC Professor Andrea Trent. 


D’Eramo began attending TJC as a 
high school dual credit student and 
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participated in Tyler Academy of Dance, 
TJC music department and TJC Opera 
Workshop. She played leading roles in 
TJC musical productions of “Singin’ in the 
Rain” and “Chicago.” 


“TJC helped me refine my craft and grow 
in a safe environment and figure out if 
this is just fun or is it really my passion,’ 
she said. “TJC taught me this is what | 
want to do.” 


In 2011, Sylvia was accepted into the 
opera performance program at State 
University of New York at Purchase 
Conservatory (SUNY) where she 
graduated magna cum laude in May 2015 
with a Bachelor in Music Performance. 
She went on to earn her master’s degree 
in opera performance (with honors) from 
Yale University. 


In June 2017, she placed second out 

of 150 contestants in the SOMA 
| International Lois Alba Aria Competition 
| at St. Thomas University in Houston. 


In August 2017, she returned to the 

campus to perform several 

operatic selections while 

on a break from her 
graduate studies 

» at Yale University 
School of Music. 


“| have heard 
throughout my 
music career that | 
came in with such solid 
technique and was 
asked, ‘Who was your 
teacher?” she said. 
} “When | told them 
Ma | went to TJC, they 
asked, ‘What's in 
the water at Tyler 
Junior College?’ 


“The TJC music 
program is set up 
like a conservatory, 


and the arts program at TJC is really the 
gem of Tyler, Texas. It’s amazing!” 


D’Eramo is currently an apprentice singer 
for the Santa Fe Opera, in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. She will join the Young Artist 
Program at the Palm Beach Opera in Palm 
Beach, Florida, in November for their 
2018-2019 season. 


Dylan Humphrey, TJC 2014 
Owner, Kool Kakes 


Nationally, Dylan Humphrey is likely best 
known for his 2016 appearance on the 
Food Network’s “Cake Wars,’ where he 
created a birthday cake for Rosie the 
hippo, and for winning the network’s 
Christmas Cookie Challenge in 2017. 


In East Texas, Dylan Humphrey is best 
known as the owner of Kool Kakes, a 
Tyler-based business specializing 
in creative cakes that are works 
of art. 


Humphrey’s first foray in 
the kitchen was helping 
his grandmother bake Fo 
chocolate cookies at the 
age of 12. He later took 

a cake-decorating class 

and made his best friend’s 
birthday cake. Orders began 
rolling in. He made his first 
wedding cake at age 13. 


A graduate of Whitehouse High 
School, Humphrey was offered 
a significant scholarship to a 
prestigious culinary institute 

in Colorado, but decided 
instead to pursue a business 
administration degree at 
TJC—all while baking cakes 

out of his house. 


During his second year 
at TJC, he remodeled his 
mother’s wig and beauty 


shop on Troup Highway and opened a 
storefront. TJC professors helped Dylan 
shape his business plan and he worked 
with the TJC Small Business Development 
Council to determine the potential of his 
business. 


He founded Kool Kakes in 2006, with a 
mission “to provide the customer not only 
with superior quality cake and pastries, 
but to give the customer an outstanding 
experience and unparalleled customer 
service. He bakes all types 
of cakes for any occasion, 
from elaborate birthday 
and anniversary cakes to 
wedding cakes. 


~~~ *,) Being a baker may not 
la ~ bea traditional route 
for a business major, 
but Humphrey said, 
“| really believe 
that if there Is 
» something you 
want to do, 
just go do it. 
Take every 
opportunity 
that comes 
your Way, 
and go 
for it. You 
never know 
if you don't 
try, which 
| know sounds 
cliché, but it is true.” 


Alumni give back by serving 
on the TJC Board of Trustees 


TJC makes a significant impact on the lives of students and the community, 
and many local residents take pride in staying involved and giving back to 
the institution following graduation. The nine-member TJC Board of Trustees 
includes seven TJC alumni who volunteer their time by providing for the 
progress and welfare of the College and setting the course for the future. 


Mike Coker, Rohn Boone, Peggy Wagstaff Smith, 
President 1st vice president 2nd vice president 


~ 


Ann Brookshire John Hills David Hudson 


Dr. Joe Prud'homme Clint Roxburgh Lonny Uzzell 


TJC now offers second 
baccalaureate degree 


TJC recently received approval from the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board for its 
second baccalaureate degree, a Bachelor of Applied 
Technology (BAT) in Healthcare Technologies and 
Medical Systems. 


The new BAT Completion Program is a completion 
degree for TJC’s current Associate of Applied Science 
in Healthcare Administration, which trains for the 
practical skills needed in critical thinking, information 
utilization, and fundamental competencies in health 
care management principles. 


The Texas Workforce Commission lists medical and 
health service managers as the fifth most-needed 
occupation, with more than 875 job openings in 
Smith County last year. In the East Texas region, there 
is a projected 30 percent increase in medical and 
health care services management positions over the 
next 10 years. 


TJC is one of the few Texas junior/community 
colleges with legislative designation, accreditation 
from the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools/Commission on Colleges, and approval 
from the THECB to award specialized baccalaureate 
degrees. The College’s focus is to strategically 
proceed with degrees that align with local employer 
needs. TJC received Level II accreditation in 2016, 
and began offering a Bachelor of Science in Dental 
Hygiene that year. 


“This is a major victory for East Texas as educational 
attainment benefits us all,’ said Dr. Juan E. Mejia, 
TJC’s president for branch locations and district 
provost. “This significant accomplishment is 
attributed to our entire wonderful community and 
their focus on collaboration and success.” 


TJC Chancellor Dr. Mike Metke said, “We are most 
appreciative of everyone, inside and outside TJC, 
who made this outcome possible. Special thanks to 
the entire TJC Board and particularly to CPAs Ann 
Brookshire and Clint Roxburgh and Attorney David 
Hudson, who traveled to Austin to present data and 
advocate on behalf of our proposal. Senator Bryan 
Hughes, who has been honored as TJC’s Outstanding 
Alumnus, also championed our application and 
provided key support.” 
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HOW TJC HELPED SHAPE A COUNTRY BOY FROM GRAND 
SALINE INTO AN AWARD-WINNING CHRISTIAN MUSICIAN 


By Elise Mullinix 


Call it fate or divine providence, but it 
was undeniably fitting that Chris Tomlin’s 
return to his alma mater happened during 
TJC’s 2017 Homecoming Week. 


Tomlin - a 1992 TJC alumnus, Grand 
Saline native and Grammy-winning 
Christian recording artist — was on 
campus last fall to accept an award as a 
Legend of TJC, which honors the College’s 
notable, living alumni. 


The lobby of Jean Browne Theatre in the 
Wise Cultural Arts building was named in 
his honor. 


TJC Chancellor Dr. Mike Metke said, “We 
know that Chris honed his craft right 
here in this building, and the speech and 
theater offices are right off this lobby. He 
earned a coveted spot on our nationally 
recognized speech and debate team and 
was a terrific competitor for us.” 


“These are my roots and this is home,’ 
Tomlin said to the crowd gathered in the 
newly named Chris Tomlin Lobby. “I’m so 
proud of where | come from and proud 


of this place, and I’m proud of this school 
and the teachers who really shaped 
me here.” 


He singled out his TJC speech professors 
and mentors M’Liss Hindman and Jacque 
Shackelford for helping him find his 
direction. 


Tomlin said, “When | walked into this 
lobby in 1991, | had no idea how this 
place would shape my life the way it did. 

| was trying to figure out who | was just 
like any other 18 or 19-year-old, and they 
helped me in so many ways.” 


At an event later in Wise Auditorium, 
Hindman and Shackelford described their 
first encounters with Tomlin as a student. 


Shackelford remembered him as 
somewhat shy, but she said, “| knew this 
kid had some kind of magic.’ 


So, she introduced him to her 
colleague M’Liss Hindman, who 
recruited him to the TJC speech and 
debate team. He went on to earn first- 
place awards across the country for his 
speech about country music, for which 
he wrote an original song. 


She quoted the first line of the song he 
wrote for that award-winning speech: 
“If my music never makes it to the 

big show...” 


“Well, Chris,” she said, “you made it to 
the big show.” 


Tomlin’s hometown was also well 
represented at the event, with a 
contingent of about 100 Grand Saline 
high school students in attendance. 


The students are part of the TJC Grand 
Saline Promise, an earned scholarship 
program in which qualifying students can 
earn two years at TJC by meeting certain 
standards during their high school years. 


TJC Chancellor Dr. Mike Metke and Chris Tomlin chat 
onstage in Wise Auditorium in October 2017. 


Micah Lewis, Grand Saline ISD 
superintendent and longtime friend of 
Tomlin, said, “We truly take pride in the 
fact that you graduated from Grand Saline 
High School and TJC. We’re even more 
proud of what you’ve done worldwide. 
You have led so many people to a new or 
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.” 


At the end of the program, Tomlin was 
told that The Chris Tomlin TJC Grand 
Saline Promise Scholarship had been 
established in his honor. 


“When | think about this scholarship and 
the naming of the lobby and everything 
that’s happened today, there’s something 
really special about this because those 
other things came out of achievements, 
songs people loved, or things people 
could measure,’ he said. 


“But when | think about here, this was 
before there were any songs, before | had 
a record contract, before | had a band or 
gone on tour or anything else. It was here 
that people from Grand Saline and Tyler 
really believed in me and saw something 
in me that | didn’t even see myself. I’m so 
grateful and humbled today.” 
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NEVER GIVE UP > 


Professor shares personal journey to success By Elise Mullinix 


Dr. Tammy Burnette knows exactly what 
she would say to her 1988 self. 


“| would say that sometimes life just 
beats you down, and you don't realize 
what potential you have,’ she said. 
“Looking back, | wish | had believed in 
myself as much at age 20 as | do now.” 


Burnette has been a professor in the TJC 
medical office management/health care 
administration program since 2013. 


Her path to TJC wasn't easy, but it offers 
a perspective that her students benefit 
from today because she can honestly say 
she has been in their shoes. 


“My students are completely non- 
traditional, between the ages 30 to 

45.” she said. “They’re mostly either 
homemakers coming into the workforce 
or displaced workers who have been laid 
off; and they’re people who have heard 
that health care is a great career. 


“They’re not traditional, and that’s the 
way | started. | didn’t start as a student 
at TJC until | was 35 years old. | was no 
different than they are.’ 


At age 16, Burnette got pregnant, quit 
high school, and became an Army wife. 


“By the time | was 20, my husband and | 
were going through a divorce; and | was 
pregnant with my fourth child and living 
in Germany. So, in 1988, | came back to 
the states with a ninth-grade education, 
four children and an ex-husband who 
sometimes paid child support and 
sometimes didn't.’ 


So, she worked multiple jobs. Waitressing 
was her usual go-to because it brought in 
the quickest money, but the hours were 
long and there was no future in It. 


NP 


Burnette had a friend who wanted to hire 
her to work in health care, but it required 
a high school diploma. 


“So, | went to Literacy Council of Tyler 
and enrolled in some classes,’ she said. Cd 
“| was struggling because | was working 
two jobs and they had morning classes. 
They put you in a generalized room 
with everybody; and | had never taken 
algebra, had problems with grammar, 
flow, structure, and | didn’t have the 
fundamental understanding of phonics. 


“| had been out of the game for a long 
time, so | got really frustrated and 
| quit.’ 


Then literacy council volunteer 
Nancy Hill 

called me 

and asked, 

‘What's 

going on?’ j 
and | said, “a 
‘| just can’t do 

it. I’m not smart 
enough.” 


Hill convinced Burnette 
to try a different class and then 
another. 


“She just would not give up on 
me, Burnette said. The answer 
to success came in the form of 
tutors. About six months later, 
she took a GED pre-test to 
check her progress. 
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“| did well and was absolutely 
surprised by that,’ she said. 
“The one-on-one tutoring 
was the key for me because 

| was afraid to ask stupid 
questions in a classroom 


situation. | just didn’t want to look stupid.” 


As a professor today, Burnette can 
immediately pick out the students in her 
class who are afraid to speak up. 


“| can tell exactly who they are,” she 
said. “So, | will send them an email and 
ask them to come by my office to talk 
in private because | know they're never 
going to ask questions in class.” 


Upon receiving her GED, Burnette 

got that job in health care, registering 
patients in a hospital emergency room. 
Within six months, she got a promotion; 
and within a year, she was promoted to a 
manager position. 


Her supervisor encouraged her to move 
up the ranks, but it would require a 
college degree. Burnette enrolled at TJC 
full time, graduating with honors in 2005. 


“Some of the people | work with now 
were my teachers,’ she said. “Kathrine 
Murray was my developmental math 
teacher. | could not have passed math 
without her, and now we both serve 
on the curriculum and instruction 
committee.” 


After graduating TJC, Burnette decided 
to go for her bachelor’s degree, so 

she signed up for the human resource 
development program at UT Tyler. 


“HRD is about human capital and 
managing people: productivity, 
motivation, engagement, total quality 
management; and the BBA is more about 
finance and marketing,” she said. “HRD 
was a great fit for me, and it taught me to 
be engaged and to be a good leader and 
role model.’ 


In 2007, Burnette earned her bachelor’s 
degree with honors. By that time, she had 
also become a volunteer tutor in the GED 
program at the literacy council. 


After the bachelor’s degree, Burnette 
kept going and spent the next two years 
earning her master’s degree. She then 
joined the inaugural class of UT Tyler’s 


doctoral program in human resource 
development. 


At that time, Burnette’s former supervisor 
Loretta Swan had left the hospital setting 
and joined TJC, where she created the 
Healthcare Administration program; and 
Burnette went to work with Swan. 


“| started here in January 2013, and it’s 
been the best experience of my life,” 
she said. “Being successful as a student 
isn't about being the smartest, it’s about 
getting up and trying and doing it every 
day.” 


Since she also consults in the health 
care field, she has a chance to see 
former students who are working and 
being successful. 


“| remember them as students with their 
heads down and not thinking they could 
get a degree, and now they’re managers 
and billers and coders,’ she said. “Their 
whole lives have changed and it makes 
you feel really proud.” 


Today, Burnette is excited to be a part of 
TJC’s health care administration program. 


“| never thought in a million years | could 
come to TJC, because | didn’t think | 
could pass the classes,” she said. “And 
now and I’m actually teaching here. It’s 
SO exciting." 


“What | owe, | owe to the literacy council 
because if they had not intervened, it 
never would have happened for me,” 

she said. 


“Nancy said something to me one time,’ 
Burnette recalled. “She said, ‘I’m going 
to believe in you until you believe in 
yourself. What she said stayed with me 
and is still a part of my heart.’ 


“| want to be an inspiration to my 
students as were all the people that 
helped me along the way.’ 


For more on TJC's medical office 
management/health care administration 
programs, go to www.tjc.edu/HCA. 
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The beautiful Gatewood Garden was created in 2005 on the TJC main campus. 


Historic gift to support 


signature honors program » 


By Elise Mullinix Honors Scholarship Program, the 
College's signature program for attracting 
academically talented student leaders 
from throughout East Texas. 


Tyler Junior College has received the 
largest gift in the College’s history 
as well as what is believed to be the 


most significant monetary gift from In September 2012, TJC Chancellor and 
an individual to a Texas community CEO Dr. Mike Metke held a meeting 
college and largest gift to an institution regarding his vision for the future of 

or organization in the City of Tyler, TJC the honors program at TJC, expanding 
officials have announced. the existing program to a more robust 


The gift from the estate of Virginia and program of civility and high-quality 
Jim Gatewood -- which, following Mrs. academic experiences for the best 
Gatewood’s passing in 2017, has resulted @Cademically prepared students. The 


in the creation of the James F. and redesigned Presidential Honors Program 
Virginia Hawkins Gatewood Memorial began in fall 2013 and has grown to more 
Fund at TJC -- will ensure the long- than 300 students annually. 


term support of the TJC Presidential 
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Presidential Honors Scholarships are 
awarded to deserving students who 
graduate in the top 10 percent of their 
respective high school classes. “We 
look for students who can demonstrate, 
through writing and involvement, 
exemplary cognitive skills, academic 
drive, curiosity and need to achieve,” 
said David Funk, Presidential Honors 
Program director. 


Graduates of the program have gone on 
to achieve success at schools including 
Texas A&M’s Mays School of Business 
and aerospace design program as well as 
engineering, finance and mathematics 
programs at Baylor University, Sam 
Houston State University, Texas Christian 
University, Texas A&M, the University 

of Houston, UT Austin, UT Tyler and 
Whitworth College in Washington State. 


“Mrs. Gatewood 
discovered that 
nothing so close could 
take young people so 
far in life. She loved 
seeing them develop 
their full potential 

and realized that her 
donations to TJC 
were incredibly cost 
effective. It was her 
desire to change 

lives now and forever 
and that’s what will 
happen through her 
generosity, Metke said. 


Over the years, the Gatewoods had 
contributed more than $775,000 to TJC, 
funding 10 endowed scholarships and 
numerous annual scholarships. 


After Jim Gatewood’s death in 2001, 
Virginia Gatewood continued his legacy 
of giving to TJC and endowed several 
scholarships in honor of prominent 
individuals whom she and Jim admired, 
including: U.S. District Judge William 
Steger, Dr. Ben and Maytee Fisch, Patsy 
Clyde, James Wynne Jr., Mary John 
Spence, Dr. Harold Cameron and others. 


“Jim and Virginia Gatewood were always 
faithful supporters of TJC students,’ said 
Mitch Andrews, executive director of 
the TJC Foundation. “Prior to this gift, 
126 students received scholarships as 

a direct result of their generosity. Even 

in Mrs. Gatewood’s final years, she was 
known for taking a personal interest in 
the scholarship recipients, often meeting 
with students in her home to learn about 


From left: Mitch Andrews, executive director of the TJC 
Foundation; Dr. Mike Metke, TJC Chancellor and CEO; 

Mike Coker, president of the TJC Board of Trustees; and 
Dr. Joe Prud’homme, TJC board member. 


their lives, college experiences and plans 
for the future.’ 


In honor of her late husband's love of 

gardening, she provided a significant gift 
in 2005 to create the Gatewood Garden 
located behind TJC’s iconic Jenkins Hall. 


In 2010, when she was awarded TJC 
Alumni Association's “Black and Gold 
Award’ to recognize her generosity to 
the ee Mrs. Gatewood said she 
viewed the couple's 
~ |My contributions to 
.. v2 the TJC scholarship 
. © programs as ‘giving 
a helping hand so 
that others can help 
themselves.’ 


“The Gatewoods’ gift 
is largely designated 
for Presidential 
Honors scholarships 
and reflects their 
confidence in the 
quality education 
that students receive 
at TJC,’ Andrews said. “We know our 
community realizes the value of TJC 
and we hope the Gatewoods gift to 
the Presidential Honors Program will 
encourage others to support TJC students 
as we seek to fund scholarships for the 
new TJC Promise.” 


A special event was held in the Gatewood 
Garden on April 26 to pay tribute to the 
Gatewood's legacy at TJC. At the event, 
the TJC Presidential Honors Scholarship 
Program was Officially named the “James 
F. and Virginia Hawkins Gatewood 
Presidential Honors Scholarship 

Program" in recognition of the significant 
contribution from the couple. 


Special thanks go to the event committee: 
Billie Hartley (chair), Joan Andrews, Jane 
Coker, Sue Deakins, Betsy Ellis, Verna 
Hall, Donna Metke, Cecil Ward and Anne 
Wester. Presidential Honors Scholarship 
students helped host the event and greet 
those in attendance. 


Promise Partners issue 


community challenge 


In April, almost 150 Tyler business leaders 
convened for a luncheon at the College to 
learn about the potential community and 
economic impact of the TJC Promise. 


The TJC Promise program was launched 
during September of 2016 in partnership 
with six East Texas communities, including 
Chapel Hill, Grand Saline, Lindale, Tyler, 
Van, and Winona. There are currently 2,435 
students participating in the innovative 
program, which was developed to build a 
stronger college going culture in East Texas. 


During the luncheon, local leaders 
endorsed the program including Tyler 
Mayor Martin Heines, Tyler Economic 
Development Council CEO Tom Mullins 
and Tyler ISD Superintendent Dr. Marty 
Crawford, whose son has pledged to be a 
TJC Promise Scholar. 


A community challenge was announced 
in support of the Campaign for the TJC 
Promise, which will fund scholarships at 
TJC for students who have successfully 
participated in the program. The goal for 
the four-year Campaign is $20 million 

in dedicated endowment funding. In 

18 months, nearly $8.2 million has been 
committed. 


Seven generous contributors who came 
together to inspire giving from the Tyler 
business community were recognized. 
They include Leading Partners, Julietta 
Jarvis Foundation, WorkHub, R.W. Fair 
Foundation, HGR General Contractors and 
an anonymous donor. Supporting Partners 
include Cloud Ingenuity and Express 
Employment Professionals. This group has 
collectively committed to more than $1.1 
million and are challenging Tyler businesses 
to match their generosity at a two to 

one ratio. 


The goal is to raise more than $3 million 
in new gifts to ensure that more than $10 
million in total is committed during the 
second year of the Campaign for the 

TJC Promise. 

To learn more about the challenge and the 
benefits of becoming a Promise Partner, 


please contact Mitch Andrews at 
903 510 2034 or mand@tjc. 
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TJC CULTURAL ARTS 


Located in the heart of our main campus, 
the TJC Cultural Arts District features a 
variety of art and science programs across 
four venues, including: 


Wise Auditorium 
e Jean Browne Theatre 
The Center for Earth & Space Science 
Education 
Tyler Museum of Art 


If you've ever been to a concert or show 

on our campus, you already know that the 
depth of artistic talent among our faculty and 
students is astounding. 


From top-notch theatrical productions and 
performances by our outstanding music 
and dance departments to incredible works 
created by our art students, we have some 
of the finest entertainment anywhere in 
East Texas. 


And our Center for Earth & Space Science 
Education never ceases to amaze and inspire 
a new generation of young explorers. 


TJC is the College of East Texas, and we're 
proud to be part of our community’s vibrant 
arts and entertainment scene. 


For a schedule of upcoming events, go to 
tic.edu/PerformingArts. 
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THEATRE TJC 


2018-2019 SEASON 


TJC Academy of Dance performs "Snow White" 
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i y From A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 


7:30 p.m. Nov. 28-Dec. 1 | 2:30 p.m. Dec. 2 
7:30 p.m. Oct. 10-12 | 2:30 & 7:30 p.m. Oct. 13 


Wise Auditorium 
Jean Browne Theatre 


spie TjJC.edu/theatre 


Callie Ath Bhihiel 
THEATRE TJC 


TJC CULTURAL ARTS DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


SEPTEMBER 


SEPT. 8 

Star Party Saturday 

TJC Science Center | 8 p.m. 
Sept. 14 


Studio 103: Play Reading #1 


Fine Arts Building, Room 103 | 3 p.m. 


Sept. 15 
Studio 103: Play Reading #1 


Fine Arts Building, Room 103 | 7 p.m. 


Rock and Roll at the Dome 
TJC Science Center | 7 p.m. 


The Venue 


Jean Browne Theatre | 9-11 p.m. 


OCTOBER 


Oct. 4 
TJC Jazz Band Concert 
Wise Auditorium | 7 p.m. 


Oct. 6 
Star Party Saturday 
TJC Science Center | 8 p.m. 


Oct. 10 
Terra Nova 
Jean Browne Theatre | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct. 11 
Terra Nova 
Jean Browne Theatre | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct. 12 

Terra Nova 

Jean Browne Theatre | 2:30 & 7:30 
p.m. 


Oct. 13 
Terra Nova 
Jean Browne Theatre | 7:30 p.m. 


Oct. 16 
TJC Music Evening 


Jean Browne Theatre | 7 p.m. 


Oct. 18 

Fall TJC Choral Concert 
Wise Auditorium | 7 p.m. 
Oct. 19 

Student Recital Series 
Jean Browne Theatre | Noon 


Oct. 20 
Rock and Roll at the Dome 
TJC Science Center | 7 p.m. 


Oct. 26 
Student Recital Series 
Jean Browne Theatre | Noon 


Studio 103: Play Reading #2 


Fine Arts Building, Room 103 | 3 p.m. 


Oct. 27 
Studio 103: Play Reading #2 


Fine Arts Building, Room 103 | 7 p.m. 


The Venue 


Jean Browne Theatre | 9-11 p.m. 


Oct. 30 

TJC Wind Ensemble 
Kids Concert 

Wise Auditorium | 7 p.m. 


NOVEMBER 


Nov. 2 

Student Recital Series 
Jean Browne Theatre | Noon 
Nov. 3 

Star Party Saturday 

TJC Science Center | 8 p.m. 


Nov. 9 
Student Recital Series 
Jean Browne Theatre | Noon 


Nov. 10 
The Venue 


Jean Browne Theatre | 9-11 p.m. 


Nov. 13 
TJC Music Evening 


Jean Browne Theatre | 7 p.m. 


Nov. 16 
Student Recital Series 
Jean Browne Theatre | Noon 


Nov. 17 
ETSO and TJC Jazz Spectacular 
Liberty Theatre | TBA 


Rock and Roll at the Dome 
TJC Science Center | 7 p.m. 
Nov. 28 

A Christmas Carol: 
Scrooge & Marley 


_ Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 29 

A Christmas Carol: 
Scrooge & Marley 

Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 30 


_ Student Recital Series 


Jean Browne Theatre | Noon 


Graduation Recital 
Jean Browne Theatre | 7 p.m. 


A Christmas Carol: 
Scrooge & Marley 
Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 


DECEMBER 


Dec. 1 

The Nutcracker 

UT Tyler Cowan Center 
with the ETSO 

2 & 7:30 p.m. 


A Christmas Carol: 
Scrooge & Marley 

Wise Auditorium | 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 2 

A Christmas Carol: 
Scrooge & Marley 

Wise Auditorium | 2:30 p.m. 


Dec. 4 

TJC Wind & Percussion 
Ensembles Concert 
Wise Auditorium | 7 p.m. 


Dec. 5 

Christmas Downtown: 
TJC Choral Concert 
Marvin UMC | Noon 


Dec. 15 
Rock and Roll at the Dome 
TJC Science Center | 7 p.m. 


TJC Science Center (Center for Earth 
& Space Science Education at TJC) 
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